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China launches two days of military drills
around Taiwan as ‘strong punishment’

BEIJING (AGENCY)

China launched two days of
military drills surrounding
Taiwan on Thursday in
what it called a “strong pun-
ishment” to its opponents
on the self-governing island,
after Taiwan’s new presi-
dent pledged to defend its
sovereignty. The drills were
the first  substantive
response by China to the
swearing-in of President Lai
Ching-te, whom Beijing dis-
likes, in Taipei on Monday.
Lai’s political party asserts
Taiwan’s separate status
from China, and in a high-
profile inaugural speech, he
vowed to keep Taiwan’s
democracy safe from
Chinese pressure. China,
which claims Taiwan as its
territory, had  mainly
responded to Lai’s speech
with sharply worded criti-
cism. But it escalated its
response Thursday by
announcing that it was con-
ducting sea and air exercis-
es that would encircle
Taiwan and draw close to
the Taiwanese islands of
Kinmen, Matsu, Wuqiu and
Dongyin in the Taiwan
Strait. China did not say
how many planes and ships
it was deploying in the exer-
cise. The last time it held a

major drill in multiple loca-
tions around Taiwan was in
April 2023, after Kevin
McCarthy, then the speaker
of the US. House of
Representatives, met with
the president of Taiwan at
the time, Tsai Ing-wen.
Beijing opposes such
exchanges with the island’s
leaders. China conducted the
largest of such exercises in
recentyears in August 2022
to protest the visit to
Taiwan of Nancy Pelosi,
who was the House speaker
at the time. Those drills,
which included the firing of
Chinese missiles near and

Deputy Russian military chief of
staff jailed for bribery in latest
arrest of high defence official

RUSSIA (AGENCY)

A deputy chief of the
Russian military general
staff has been arrested on
charges of large-scale
bribery, Russian news
reports said Thursday, the
latest in a series of bribery
arrests of high-ranking mil-
itary officials. The arrest of
Lt Gen Vadim Shamarin fol-
lowed the arrest this week
of Maj Gen Ivan Popov, a
former top commander in

replaced. Shamarin is also
the head of the defense min-
istry's main communica-
tions directorate. He is
being held in custody for
two months, Russian news
agencies cited a military
garrison court as saying,
but other details of the case
were not reported.

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said the
wave of arrests of defense
officials did not indicate a
campaign against the mili-
tary. "The fight

Russia's  offensive  in
Ukraine, also on bribery
charges. In April, Deputy
Defense Minister Timur
Ivanov was arrested for
bribery. Ivanov was a close
associate of Sergei Shoigu,
whom President Vladimir
Putin dismissed as defense
minister soon after Putin's
inauguration to a new term
in May. Lt Gen Yury
Kuznetsov, head of the
defense ministry's person-
nel directorate, was arrest-
ed on bribery charges two
days after Shoigu was

against corruption is
consistent  work.
This is not a cam-
paign, it is constant-
ly ongoing work.
This is an integral
part of the activities
of our law enforce-
ment agencies,” he
said Thursday in a
conference call with jour-
nalists. Shoigu had been
widely blamed for Russia's
failure to capture Kyiv early
in the Ukraine fighting and
was accused of incompe-
tence and corruption by
mercenary leader Yevgeny
Prigozhin, who launched a
mutiny in June 2023 to
demand the dismissal of
Shoigu and military chief of
staff Gen Valery Gerasimov.
Less than a month after
Prigozhin's failed uprising,
Popov was dismissed as
commander.

over Taiwan, covered six
swaths of sea surrounding
the island, three of which
appeared to overlap with
areas that Taiwan regards
as its territorial waters.
Those exercises lasted four
days, and China conducted
additional exercises for sev-
eral days after. Li Xi, a
spokesperson  of  the
Eastern Theater Command
of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army, said the
latest exercises served as
“strong punishment” for
“Taiwan independence
forces,” according to
Chinese state media, and “a

stern warning against the
interference and provoca-
tion by external forces,” a
reference to the United
States. In a statement,
Taiwan’s defense ministry
called the drills “irrational
provocations” that under-
mined “regional peace and
stability” The ministry also
posted on X, saying, “We
stand ready with firm will
and restraint. We seek no
conflicts, but we will not shy
away from one. We have the
confidence to safeguard our
national security” Even as
Lai pledged to protect
Taiwan in his speech, he

had sought to strike a con-
ciliatory note in other ways,
signaling that he remained
open to holding talks with
Beijing — which China had
frozen in 2016 — and to
resuming cross-strait
tourism. But China took
offense to Lai’s assertion
that the sides were equal —
he had said that they “are
not subordinate to each
other” — and his emphasis
on Taiwan’s democratic
identity and warnings
against threats from China.

After the speech,
Beijing accused Lai of pro-
moting formal independ-
ence for Taiwan and said
the new president was
more dangerous than his
predecessors. Wang i,
China’s top foreign policy
official, said this week: “The
ugly acts of Lai Ching-te and
others who betray the
nation and their ancestors
is disgraceful” according to
China’s Foreign Ministry.
“All Taiwan independence
separatists will be nailed to
the pillar of shame in histo-
ry” Taiwanese officials and
military experts have been
expecting China to make a
show of military force after
Lai’s inauguration. Ma
Chen-kun, a professor at
Taiwan’s.

ENGLISH DAILY |

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 24, 2024

Thousands of journalists have fled
homelands due to repression,

threats and conflict : UN expert

UN (AGENCY)

Thousands of journalists
have fled their home coun-
tries in recent years to
escape political repression,
save their lives and escape
conflict - but in exile they
are often vulnerable to
physical, digital and legal
threats, a UN investigator
said on Wednesday. Irene
Khan said in a report to the
UN General Assembly that
the number of journalists in
exile has increased as the
space for independent and
critical media has been
“shrinking in democratic
countries where authoritar-
ian ftrends are gaining
ground”. Today, she said,
free, independent and
diverse media supporting
democracy and holding the
powerful to account are
either absent or severely
constrained in over a third
of the world's nations,
where more than two-
thirds of the global popula-
tion lives. The UN independ-
ent investigator on the pro-
motion and protection of
the right to freedom of
opinion and expression
said most journalists and
some independent media
outlets have left their coun-
tries so they can report and

UK PM Rishi Sunak, Opposition Labour hit
the campaign trail for July 4 election

LONDON (AGENCY)

Rishi Sunak, his
Conservative Party col-
leagues and Opposition
Labour Leader Keir Starmer
and his shadow cabinet hit
the campaign trail with
gusto on Thursday, a day
after the British Prime
Minister surprised many
within his ranks by calling
an election just six weeks
away on July 4.

The 44-year-old British
Indian leader’s rain-soaked
speech on the steps of 10
Downing Street on
Wednesday evening sent
the political corridors of the
country into a flurry of
activity, with Sunak hitting
the ground running with a
campaign event in east
London right after with his
three poll pitches of “Clear
Plan, Bold Action, Secure
Future”.

“Over the next few
weeks, [ will fight for every
vote,” he pledged. Asked by
the BBC why he chose to
fire the starting gun for the
election race  getting
drenched in the pouring
rain, Sunak replied that it
showed that he is "not a
fair-weather politician".

"[ believe very strongly
in the traditions of our
country. And when prime
ministers make important
statements like that, they do

it on the steps of Downing
Street come rain or shine.
And I believe in those tradi-
tions and that's why I did
what I did" he explained.
The Opposition Labour

Party Leader, Starmer,
kicked his campaign off
with a simpler one-word
message - “Change”. "On
July 4 you have the choice.
And together, we can stop
the chaos. We can turn the
page. We can start to rebuild
Britain, and change our
country,” he declared

The reaction to a sum-
mer general election, which
was not expected before
October when Sunak would
have completed three years
in office as Prime Minister,
has been mixed - with
many Tory MPs fearful of
losing their seats due to the
anti-incumbency that has
built up after 14 years of the
party being in charge.

Tornadoes rip through Iowa killing
five and at least 35 hurt : Officials

GREENFIELD (AGENCY)

Five people died and at least
35 were hurt as powerful
tornadoes ripped through
Iowa, with one carving a
path of destruction through
the small city of Greenfield,
officials said Wednesday.
The lowa Department of
Public Safety said Tuesday's
tornadoes Killed four people
in the Greenfield area, and
the Adams County Sheriff's
Office said a fifth person —
a woman whose car was
blown off the road — was
killed by a twister about 25
miles (40 kilometers) away.
Monica Zamarron, 46, died
in the crash Tuesday after-
noon, officials said. Officials
did not release the names of
the Greenfield area victims
because they were still noti-
fying relatives. The lowa
Department of Public Safety
said  Wednesday it's
believed that the number of
people injured is likely high-
er. The Greenfield tornado
left a wide swath of obliter-
ated homes, splintered trees
and crumpled cars in the
town of 2,000 about 55
miles (88.5 kilometers)
southwest of Des Moines.
The twister also ripped

apart and crumpled mas-
sive power-producing wind
turbines several miles out-
side the city.

Greenfield  resident
Kimberly Ergish, 33, and
her husband dug through
the debris field Wednesday
that used to be their home,
looking for family photos
and other salvageable items.
There wasn't much left, she
acknowledged. “Most of it
we can't save," she said. "But
we're going to get what we
can.” The reality of having
her house destroyed in sec-
onds hasn't really set in, she
said. “If it weren't for all the
bumps and bruises and the
achy bones, I would think
that it didn't happen,” she
said. Tuesday's storms also

pummeled parts of Illinois
and Wisconsin, knocking
out power to tens of thou-
sands of customers in the

two states. The severe
weather turned south on
Wednesday, and the
National Weather Service
was issuing tornado and
flash flood warnings in
Texas as parts of the state —
including Dallas — were
under a tornado watch. The
National Weather Service
said initial surveys indicat-
ed at least an EF-3 tornado
in Greenfield, but additional
damage assessment could
lead to a more powerful
ranking. The tornado
appeared to have been on
the ground for more than
40 miles (64 kilometers),

AccuWeather Chief
Meteorologist Jon Porter
said. A satellite photo taken
by a BlackSky Technology
shows where the twister
gouged a nearly straight
path of destruction through
the town, just south of
Greenfield's center square.
The deadly twister was
spawned during a histori-
cally bad season for torna-
does in the U.SS, at a time
when climate change is
heightening the severity of
storms around the world
April had the second-high-
est number of tornadoes on
record in the country.
Through Tuesday, there
have been 859 confirmed
tornadoes this year, 27%
more than the U.S. sees on
average, according to
NOAA's Storm Prediction
Center in Norman,
Oklahoma. So far, Iowa's
had the most, with 81 con-
firmed twisters. On Tuesday
alone, the National Weather
Service said it received 23
tornado reports, with most
in Iowa and one each in
Wisconsin and Minnesota.

The tornado that deci-
mated parts of Greenfield
brought to life the worst
case scenario in lowa.

Almost every pre-election
survey shows the governing
Conservatives trailing
behind Labour, which is
holding a firm 20-point lead
after securing decisive wins
in the local elections held
just earlier this month and
seen as a sign of things to
come.

"l am feeling quite
emotional about all this. I
was anticipating an autumn
departure from Parliament
and still had important
issues to raise on behalf of
my constituents between
now and then. I am sad that
I won't now get to do that"
said Tracey Crouch, one of
the backbench Tory MPs
more vocal about the dis-
pleasure over the election
timing. "A great amount has
been achieved over those
14 years and during this
campaign, [ look forward to
speaking to voters about my

record of delivery both
locally and nationally," said
another backbench MP Priti
Patel, who chose to be more
positive.

Poll watchers believe
that Sunak decided to take
the gamble of an earlier
election as he was con-
vinced that nothing much
would improve by the
October-November time-
line being pitched earlier.
With inflation hitting a 2.3
per cent mark this week,
indicating an improvement
in the costof-living crisis
that has crippled the UK
economy since the COVID
pandemic, he decided to take
the plunge into a trim six-
week election campaign.
The economy will be the
central plank of Sunak’s
pitch to the nation, saying
the inflation figures are
"proof that the plan and pri-
orities I set out are work-
ing". Immigration and
investment in the defence
sector will be some of his
other key focus areas,
claiming that the
Opposition by contrast has
no clear plan on these cru-
cial issues. The Labour
Party, on the other hand, is
on a slightly easier wicket
with its focus being on how
they plan to turn things
around after the “chaos” of
a Conservative Party-led
government.

investigate freely “without
fear or favour”. But Khan, a
Bangladeshi lawyer who
previously served as secre-
tary general of Amnesty
International, said exiled
journalists often find them-
selves in precarious posi-
tions, facing threats against
them and their families.

from their home countries
without assured legal status
or adequate support to con-
tinue working in their coun-
try of refuge. “Fearing for
their own safety or that of
their families back home
and struggling to survive
financially and overcome
the many challenges of liv-
ing in a foreign country,
many journalists eventually
abandon their profession,”
she said “Exile thus
becomes yet another way to
silence critical voices -
another form of press cen-

sorship.” Khan, whose man-

date comes from the
Geneva-based UN Human
Rights Council, said there
are international legal pro-
tections for journalists in
exile who range from full-
time professional reporters
to bloggers publishing on
the internet and elsewhere.
The problem is “the failure
of states to respect their
obligations under interna-
tional law”, she said In
recent years, Khan said, hun-
dreds of journalists have fled
from Afghanistan, Belarus,
China, Ethiopia, Iran,
Myanmar, Nicaragua, Russia,
Sudan, Somalia, Turkiye and
UKkraine. In addition, smaller
numbers have fled from a
range of other countries
including Burundji,
Guatemala, India, Pakistan
and Tajikistan, “to name just
a few” she said.

Briefs News

Indian-American candidate
Ramaswami wins Democratic
primary in Georgia, Susheela
Jayapal loses in Oregon

WASHINGTON (AGENCY)

Ashwin Ramaswami, the first Gen Z Indian-American
candidate running for a US state legislature, has won the
Democratic primary in the state of Georgia. Susheela
Jayapal, the sister of Indian-American Congresswoman
Pramila Jayapal, however, lost her Congressional pri-
mary bid in the state of Oregon. “In November, Ill face
Republican Senator Shawn Still - who was indicted
alongside Donald Trump for being a fake elector in
2020. It’s the most flippable State Senate seat in
Georgia,” Ramaswami, 23, said Ramaswami graduated
from Georgetown University over the weekend
Ramaswami's parents immigrated to the US from Tamil
Nadu in 1990. Generation Z (also known as Zoomers)
encompasses those born between 1997 and 2012. If
elected, he would be the youngest ever elected repre-
sentative in the State of Georgia and the first Indian-
American to win this position in Georgia. In Oregon,
Susheela, 62, lost her maiden Congressional bid. She
lost to State Representative Maxine Dexter in the third
Congressional District of Oregon. “I just called and
extended my congratulations to Maxine Dexter on her
election to represent Oregon’s Third Congressional
District. [ am so proud of the campaign that I and my
supporters ran. We were clear, from the beginning, that
we were going to run a campaign based on values, and
on our vision for the country and the district” she said
in a statement. Dexter received 51 per cent of the votes.
“I'am so, so proud of my incredible sister Susheela
Jayapal This wasn'’t the result our family was hoping
for, but I know Susheela put everything. on the line and
ran a proudly progressive campaign rooted in people-
power;” said Pramila Jayapal A mother of two, Susheela
has been an outspoken champion.
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Audited Financial Result for the Quarter and year Ended 31.03.2024

T IN LACS|
Quarter Ended Year Ended
01.01.2024 01.10.2023 01.01.2023 01.04.2023 01.04.2022
S.N Particulars to to to to to
31.03.2024 31.12.2023 31.03.2023 31.03.2024 31.03.2023
R®) R®) ®) R®) R®)
Audited Unaudited Audited Audited Audited
1 |Total Income from operations 95.583 118.219 500.000 848.906 3,016.777
2 [Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exceptional 88.407 110.371 390.706 416.321 2,452.620
items
3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exceptional 88.407 110.371 390.706 416.321 2,452.620
items)
4 [Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exceptional 88.399 110.371 390.208 416.313 2,452.122
items)
5 |Total Comprehensive income/ loss for the period 88.399 110.371 390.208 416.811 2,452.122
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other
comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]
6 [Paid up equity share capital 12,748.000 12,748.000 12,748.000 12,748.000 12,748.000
7 |Reserve (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the - - - -
balance sheet for previous year
8 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) 0.007 0.009 0.031 0.033 0.192
Basic & Diluted

Note

Date :23.05.2024
Place : New Delhi

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly and year end financial results filed with the stock exchange
under regualtion 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclosure requirements) Regulations 2015. the full format of
the quarterly and year end financial results is available on the company's website www.alstonetextiles.in and also avail
able on the website of BSE Limited i.e. www.bseindia.com

For and on behalf of board of directors of
ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

DEEPAK KUMAR BHOJAK
(Managing Director)
DIN: 06933359
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ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

CIN : L65929DL1985PLC021037

Regd. Off : R-815, New Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060
Corporate Off: 47 /18, Rajendra Place Metro Station New Delhi-110060
Email Id : alstonetextiles@gmailcom, Website : www.alstonetextiles.in

Ph:011- 25755261, 9643924382

Audited Financial Result for the Quarter and year Ended 31.03.2024

TIN LACS

S.N Particulars

Quarter Ended

Year Ended

01.01.2024
to
31.03.2024
R)

01.10.2023 01.01.2023
to to
31.12.2023 31.03.2023
R) R)

01.04.2023 01.04.2022
to to
31.03.2024 31.03.2023
R) R)

Audited

Unaudited Audited

Audited Audited

1 [Total Income from operations

95.583

118.219 500.000

848.906 3,016.777

items

2 |Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exceptional

88.407

110371 390.706

416.321 2,452.620

items)

3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exceptional

88.407

110371 390.706

416.321 2,452.620

items)

4 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exceptional

88.399

110371 390.208

416.313 2,452.122

5 [Total Comprehensive income/ loss for the period
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other
comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]

88.399

110371 390.208

416.811 2,452.122

6 |Paid up equity share capital

12,748.000

12,748.000 12,748.000

12,748.000 12,748.000

balance sheet for previous year

7 |Reserve (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the

8 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each)
Basic & Diluted

0.007

0.009 0.031

0.033 0.192

Note

Date :23.05.2024
Place : New Delhi

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly and year end financial results filed with the stock exchange
under regualtion 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclosure requirements) Regulations 2015. the full format of
the quarterly and year end financial results is available on the company's website www.alstonetextiles.in and also avail
able on the website of BSE Limited i.e. www.bseindia.com

For and on behalf of board of directors of
ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

DEEPAK KUMAR BHOJAK
(Managing Director)
DIN: 06933359
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